
Jean Dubuffet (1901 - 1985)

Jean Dubuffet was born on 31st July 1901 in Le Havre, France. 
In 1918 he moved to Paris and studied at the Académie Julian, 
leaving after six months to study independently. Following an 
eight year break spent starting a family and working as a wine 
merchant, Dubuffet returned to Paris in 1933, rented a studio and 
started to paint again but it was not until 1942 that he became 
a full time artist. Dubuffet’s first solo exhibition was held at the 
Galerie René Drouin, Paris, in 1944 and the Pierre Matisse Gallery 
gave him his first solo show in New York in 1947. Dubuffet is 
known for an idealistic approach to aesthetics that embraced so 
called “low art” and eschewed traditional standards of beauty in 
favour of what he believed to be a more humanistic and authentic 
approach to image-making.  He died in Paris in 1985. 
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