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Barbara Walker MBE is a British artist based in Birmingham in 
the UK. She studied Art and Design at the University of Central 
England Birmingham and completed post-graduate studies at 
Wolverhampton University. Her work is informed by the social, 
political and cultural realities that affect her life and the lives of those 
around her. Growing up in the Black community in Birmingham, 
her experiences have directly shaped a practice concerned 
with issues of class and power, gender, race, representation 
and belonging. Her figurative drawings and paintings tell 
contemporary stories hinged on historical circumstances, making 
them universally understood and reflecting a human perspective 
on the state of affairs in her native Britain and elsewhere. Walker 
was appointed a Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) 
in 2019.
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