
Ali Kazim (b. 1979)

Ali Kazim was born in Pakistan in 1979. After studying at the 
National College of Arts in Lahore, he travelled to London to 
complete an MFA at the Slade School of Art before returning 
to live and work in Pakistan. While he also works across the 
mediums of sculpture and installation, Kazim’s most prolific work 
is his portraiture. 

Kazim depicts his subjects in intimate moments, rendering each 
minute detail of their appearance. The quiet meditativeness 
with which he captures his subjects is reflective of his slow 
and involved production process; inspired by Bengal School 
watercolourists, Kazim’s method involves building up colour and 
detail through laying down and washing away pigment, bathing 
the work in water several times.

Kazim’s work has been shown internationally in both solo and 
group exhibitions, and is held in public collections worldwide.
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 Zahoor-ul-Akhlaq Art Gallery, National College of Art,   
 Lahore, Pakistan
2003 Lionel Wendt Art Gallery, Colombo, Sri Lanka
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