
David Nash (b. 1945)

David Nash is a British sculptor and land artist, born in Esher, 
Surrey in 1945. He studied at Kingston College of Art from 1963 
to 1967, and at Chelsea School of Art from 1969 to 1970. In the 
late 60s, he moved out of London to the remote village of Blaenau 
Ffestiniog in North Wales, where he is still based. Nash’s early 
work was seen as a response to Minimalism, but from the late 
1960s he developed a more holistic approach, where he saw his 
art as a collaboration with nature. He mainly works with wood, 
which he grows, carves (using a chainsaw), and sometimes 
chars. He now also cast his sculptures in bronze.  Alongside 
his sculpture practice he has always made drawings and more 
recently, stencil editions. Nash was elected a Royal Academician 
in 1999 and awarded on OBE in 2004. His sculpture Big Black won 
the prestigious Charles Wollaston Award at the 2016 Summer 
Exhibition at the Royal Academy of Arts, the same year he also 
won the Public Monuments and Sculpture Association’s March 
Award for Excellence in Public Sculpture for Habitat. Nash has 
work in over 80 public collections worldwide. 
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