
Carlos Cruz-Diez (1923 - 2019)

Born in Caracas in 1923, Carlos Cruz-Diez between 1940 to 1945 
he studied art at the Escuela de Artes Plásticas y Aplicadas. In 
his earliest work, Cruz-Diez painted figurative canvases intended 
to reflect and comment upon social issues. In 1954, influenced 
by his study of the Bauhaus and the European avant-garde, Cruz-
Diez created his first abstract and interactive projects. In 1957 
he began experimenting with colored light. In 1959 he became 
interested in ‘the phyical dimension of colour’. The following year, 
Cruz-Diez and his family moved to Paris, where he met Argentine 
artist Luis Tomasello, and members of the Groupe de Recherche 
d’Art Visuel, and he quickly became an important member of the 
artistic communities there. 

In 1971, Cruz-Diez established his workshop on the rue Pierre 
Sémard investigating experiences of color. The artist describes 
his Chromosaturation series as the exploration of an often-
unnoticed reality: “That reality (which I consider visible) leads us 
along other paths, both perceptive and sensory, to parallel ideas 
of beauty and sublimation.” 

He died in Paris on 27 July 2019.
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